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Editorial. 


JESÚS OP NAZARETH. 

The most unique character with whom 
one ever meets on the pagès of history is 
Jesús pf Nazareth. His contribution to 
the world in supplying the dynamies of 
progrtss is morè and morè the mar vel of 
both his friends and foes. Perhaps it 
may be helpful, to sorae of us at least, to 
study a few things along this line. We 
arc quite sure that very many entirely 
misapprehend Jesús in relation to many 
of our most perplexing and vital problems. 
To understand some of the eonditions and 
circumstances out of which Jesús eraerged 
as teacher and reformer will be a partial- 
ly satisfying explanation of the great fu- 
rore of students in his Hfe to-day. 

His Obscurity in Birth and Manhood. 

No one need despair because of bírth 
in obscure place in even a despicable 
land. It would be no great task to call a 
rol! of heroes and heroïnes on the world's 
theatre of tragedy and sacrifice and re- 
form — and no difficulty tofind them come 
from great obscurity. And Jesús is no 
exception to this, almost universal rule. 
In the present century we expect, and are 
not surprised, to see greatness born of 
obscurity. It was not so in the time of 
the birth of Jesús. Rome•forcitizenship, 
Greece for wisdom, and the world beside 
for slaves, is a brief epitome of the aristo- 
cràtic norm of that day. By birth Jesús 
was both a barharian and a foreign sub- 
ject. So he was also unlettered and un- 
initiated. A Jew, a Nazarene, one of the 
comraonahty, such was Jesús. 

He Appears as a Teacher, 

The world is subjected to surprises. 
But no surprise falls morè heavily upon 
the ears of men than that occasioned by 
the sudden appearance of one who would 
be a teacher, unauthorized and yet bold, 
unleamed and yet wise, without the pres- 
tige of existing powers and yet wielding 
an irresistible, incomprehensible might of 
right which moves the masses. 

So John the Baptist came. And in the 


naidst of the very brightest achievements 
of this greatest of prophets, on the high- 
way of his raasterfully wrought work of 
reforra, heralded by the eloquence of his 
own prophetic voice came an obscure and 
heretofore unknown Naíarene. He came 
under the role of a teacher of the people, 
— from teaching the people of his own 
town he assumed to teach his nation, and 
then with a simplicity of faith asastonish- 
ing as it seerns preposterous he declares 
himself The Teacher and his words of 
universal application and world-enduring 
authority. 

His Vniqueness as a Teacher. 

And here Jesús, by his claini, shows 
himself unlike any other teacher that pre- 
ceded him. And in his ability to meet 
every requirement that such a comprehen- 
sive claim cacries with it he demonstrated 
his prerogative to make it. In the char- 
acteristic adaptability of his principies to 
the ever varying and widely diverse eon- 
ditions of human society, an adaptability 
of uncompromising principies to the eon- 
ditions of men in the first century and in 
the nineteenth, in this he is the one 
Teacher having authority. No scribe 
ever taught so before. Then besides all 
this, note how he touches upon every re- 
lation of man. Pre-eminently a teacher of 
righteousness, he insists upon its absolute 
necessity in every detail of life. In these 
lines he is unique and charactensüc as a 
teacher. He makes a stupenduous claim 
and meets it with the inexhaustible re- 
sources of a profound and unerring wis- 
dom. He makes the foundation of his 
work absolute rectitude in the condnet of 
every man in every relation he sustains, 
and by an unflinching insistence upon the 
attainment of this Standard, accepting 
nothing less as finally meritorious of any 
age, He demonstrates by nineleen centúr- 
ies of unparalleled Christian progress,His 
unapproachable pre-eminence and utter 
isolation from all others as a teacher. 

The Universality of His Teacning. 

His teaching is primarily religious in 
character. As a teacher in things spirit- 
ual he touches every phase of man's re- 
ligious nature. With things spiritual he 
awakens man's spirit. There is an intel- 
lect of our spirit nature and with truths 
profound and mysteriesinscrutible to car- 
nal intellects he arouses this power. So 
there is a wdl and a consciousness, — a 
spiritual psychology so to speak. And 
Jesús meets the demand of these spiritual 
powers and capacities, as they manifest 


themselves in multitudinous ways, by 
words so satisfying and stimulating as to 
bring out, for the àdmiration of men and 
àngels a'.ike, souls so puré and lofty, so 
magnanimous and life-ínspiring, that no 
other teacher can ever supplant. Nor 
does he fail to meet in a way any less po- 
tently every condition of society and gov- 
ernment. He recognizes in each indiv- 
idual the unit of society and the state. So 
he sets forth principies governing individ- 
ual actions and insists upon personal 
righteousness, a, righteousness exceeding 
that exlernally conditioned.growingout of 
the punctilious observance of law and tra- 
dition. Things eternal are not condt- 
tioned upon the contingències of time. 
The heart no less than the visible/rw//a#f 
rnust be right and puré. 

And, so too, he recognizes the family. 
He touches by the simplest method and 
in few words every relation growing out of 
the family. He strikes a deathblow at 
tnarriage considered as a mere civil con- 
tract. He demands unsullied fealty of 
both husband and wife each to the other. 
And to preservc the sanctity of the home 
and the sacredness of the marital vow he 
declares the one trespassing here guilty 
of a gross crime, and the absolution of the 
innocent party, 

The teachings of Jesús also along every 
line of man's social relations give utter- 
ance to no uncertain sound. The world 
has not yet learned the least of these 
teachings well enough to know to 'the full 
the fruitage their observance would bring. 

M. 
( Continued next weeL• ) 


HOWS THIS? 

WeofferOne Hundred Dollars Reward 
for any case of Catarrh that can not be 
cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure. 

F. J. CHENEY & CO., l'rops., 

Toledo, O. 

We the undersigned, have known F. J. 
Cheney for the last 15 years, and believe 
him perfectly honorable in all business 
transactions and financially able to carry 
out any obligations made by their firm. 

West & Truax, Wholesale Druggists, 
Toledo, O. Walding, Kinnan & Mar- 
vin, Wholesale Druggists, Toledo, O. 

Hall's Catarrh Cure is taken internally, 
acting directlyupon theblood and mu cous 
surfaces of the system. Price 75c. per 
bottle. Sold by all Druggists. Testi- 
monials free. 

Hall's Family Pills are the best. 


